
St John Boste Catholic Primary School 

Reading Policy  

Reading is central to our children’s learning and our aim is for children to become fluent, confident 

readers who enjoy reading for pleasure. 

Our reading curriculum is designed to teach children the skills they need to be able to decode, read, 

understand and ultimately to enjoy reading, which will in turn enable them to fully access all areas of the 

wider curriculum and the wider world. 

 

Phonics 

Phonics is a method of teaching children to read and pronounce words by learning to associate letters 

or letter groups with the sounds they represent. There are 44 main sounds in the English language. Each 

sound is represented by a grapheme (the written representation of a sound). Children can then use this 

knowledge to ‘decode’ new words that they hear or see. This is the first important step in learning to 

read. 

Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS) is the phonics programme we follow at St John Boste. It teaches 

children to read by identifying the phonemes (smallest unit of sound) and graphemes (written version of 

the sound) within words and using these to read words. Children experience the joy of books and 

language while quickly acquiring the skills they need to become fluent independent readers and writers. 

Towards the end of Year 1, children will complete a phonics screening check, which will allow us to check 

the progress that the children have made in their phonics learning. Those children who do not meet the 

expected standard will retake the check at the end of Year 2. 

In Reception class and Key Stage 1, phonics is taught daily in whole-class sessions, which involve 

recapping prior knowledge, learning new content and also application of learned skills. Children are 

assessed regularly, and those who are identified as requiring additional support in phonics will receive 

this either on a one-to-one basis or in small groups in addition to the daily whole-class sessions. 

Below is an overview of when the children will learn which sounds: 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Comprehension 

Key Stage 1 

In Years 1 and 2, comprehension and understanding of texts is mainly approached orally through 

discussion of stories and through questioning in guided reading and whole class reading sessions. As the 

children improve their comprehension skills in Year 2, opportunities will be planned for the children to 

learn how to answer comprehension style questions by giving a written answer and how to use the text 

to support this. 

Key Stage 2 

Each class in Key Stage 2 will have a whole-class comprehension session every one morning a week. 

During these sessions, children will read a text together and then discuss what they have read, 

highlighting key words and phrases. The class will then discuss a set of questions to accompany the text, 

with class teachers modelling how to locate relevant information within the text and then using the 

information to form detailed answers. The children will then answer the questions independently. These 

sessions will cover fiction, non-fiction and poetry texts, and all questions are designed to help build 

pupils’ comprehension skills and are matched to the Key Stage 2 national curriculum requirements. 

 

Whole Class and Guided Reading 

Key Stage 1 



Guided reading sessions in Years 1 and 2 will take place throughout the day on a Monday, with children 

working in guided reading groups based around their current phonics level. 

Children use the Oxford ‘Hero Academy’ books for guided reading, which are specifically chosen so that 

they can be phonetically decoded in line with the phonics being taught in each year group. In Year 1 the 

majority of children will read books in books bands 4 (light blue), 5 (green) and 6 (orange). In Year 2 the 

majority of children will read books in book bands 7 (turquoise), 8 (purple), 9 (gold), 10 (white) and 11 

(lime). 

Where children have demonstrated that they can read confidently beyond these book bands, 

opportunities will be planned for them to read and engage with more challenging texts. 

Each guided reading session will be led by a teacher or teaching assistant, and questions will be asked 

based on the Together for Children reading framework, focusing on either Themes and Conventions, 

Comprehension and Inference or Language for Effect. 

As the children progress in year 2, whole class reading sessions will be introduced once a week. This will 

provide children with opportunities to dive deeper into more ambitious texts and prepare them for 

whole class reading sessions in key stage 2.  

 

Key Stage 2 

In addition to the formal comprehension session, the children participate in a 30-minute whole class 

reading session twice a week for years 4-6 and 5 times a week for year 3. For our whole class reading 

sessions we follow the Fred’s Teaching scheme which exposes the children to a broad range of extracts 

focusing on a specific theme.  Reading sessions are organised to focus on a particular reading strand such 

as retrieval or inference with a vocabulary focus covered each week. Class discussions are encouraged 

during these sessions to develop the children’s deeper thinking skills and opportunities for independent 

written tasks are provided weekly.  

All children access the same learning objective based around the same text. The activities are adapted 

for different abilities so that all children can access the same learning objective and be challenged.  

 

Online reading programmes 

In addition to our comprehension and whole class reading sessions, children in years 4-6 access Reading 

Plus three times a week. 

Reading Plus is an online reading programme that's packed full of engaging texts for pupils to explore 
and enjoy. It teaches silent reading fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary with software that meets 
each pupil's individual reading level. 

Reading Plus begins with an adaptive assessment that pupils complete on their own and without any 
intervention from their teacher. The results from this provide a baseline and the data-driven starting 
point for a pupil's journey through the programme. 

Weekly assignments are set with personalised instructions for pupils, these include visual skills 
development for eye-tracking, reading tasks for comprehension and fluency, and vocabulary tasks 



With the use of regular sessions, Reading Plus accelerates reading growth for pupils at all reading 
proficiency tiers. It is designed to help emerging readers make significant gains to close the achievement 
gap and will improve expected and exceeding pupil’s proficiency and increase their reading levels, 
gaining the ability to master higher volumes of complex text with confidence. 

 

Home Reading 

EYFS and Key Stage 1 

All children in EYFS and Key Stage 1 are given a reading book to read at home with an adult, which will be 

changed by school staff as soon as they have finished reading it and their parents or carers have written 

a comment in their reading record.  

While children are working through the phonics phases, all home reading books will be phonetically 

decodable by the children based on their phonics knowledge, and books are grouped based on the 

coloured book band which directly matches the phonics phase being taught in their class. 

Home readers begin at lilac band in Reception class and progress through pink, red, yellow and light blue 

band as the children move through phonics phases 2, 3 and 4. In Year 1 children will read green and orange 

band books at phase 5. Books sent home to read will be from the Hero Academy, , Hero Academy Non-

Fiction, Alien Academy, Word Sparks and Traditional Tales series of books. Children in Year 2 who are still 

working through the phonics phases will take home books that are phonetically decodable. 

Once Year 2 children have achieved their phonics at the expected standard, they will be given reading 

books that are not entirely phonetically decodable which will include books from the Hero Academy and 

Collins Big Cat series. 

Key Stage 2 

In Key Stage 2, children will continue to take home reading books to read with an adult, which will be 

changed by a member of school staff once it has been returned. The books will match the child’s 

reading level at the appropriate coloured book band. 

Once children have progressed beyond the dark red book band, they will be encouraged to choose a 

book to read with an adult at home, and for the adult they read with to make a comment in their 

reading record book. 

 

Class Stories 

Every will spend the last 15 minutes each day listening to the class teacher reading a class story. These 

will be engaging, challenging texts to encourage a love of reading and to immerse the children in a 

wide range of stories. In addition, this will introduce the children to more challenging vocabulary, and 

examples will be added to a ‘word wall’ displayed in class. 

These stories will include, but are not limited to, Pie Corbett’s reading spine: 

https://www.scholastic.co.uk/piecorbett/resources 

 

Reading Interventions 

https://www.scholastic.co.uk/piecorbett/resources


For children not making sufficient progress in reading, we use the targeted reading intervention 

Reciprocal Reading. Reciprocal reading is a structured approach to teaching strategies (questioning, 

clarifying, summarising and predicting) that pupils can use to improve their reading comprehension. 

The intervention is primarily used within Key Stage Two where we utilise the resources to support 

plugging gaps in learning through the identification and implementation of specific teaching therapies.  

 

 

Wider Reading Opportunities 

Class reading corners 

Each classroom has a dedicated reading corner for that year group. Following the advice of the DFE, we 
have designed the readers corners so that the books themselves are the most important aspect and are 
what draws the children to the area. The book corners are mini libraries and special focus has been out 
into selecting, displaying and promoting the books in the book corner. 
 
Children are encouraged to browse the best books, revisit the ones that the teacher has read to them, 
and borrow books to read or retell. Every child should be able to spend time in their book corner. 
Children will have opportunities to share books with others by completing book recommendation slips 
that are available in the reading corners. Book report assignments are given to the children for 
homework to help promote reading for pleasure at home and are displayed in the reading corner.  
 
Reading corners are organised into sections such as ‘Teacher recommendations’ and ‘Books similar 
to…” to encourage children to pick different books they wouldn't usually go for and provide them with 
exposure to a range of authors and genres. They also have a section of Non-Fiction books and poetry 
books that link to topics being taught in that year group. 

 

School library 

Every class has a weekly slot to visit the school library, where they can choose from a wide range of 

fiction and non-fiction books to borrow to read for pleasure. 

Schools Library Service Project Boxes 

Every half term, each class will receive a ‘project box’ of books related to the history or geography topic 

being taught at that time. These books will be available for use during lessons and for children to read 

independently in class. This will enable the children to encounter a wide range of vocabulary specific to 

the subject being studied. 


